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FDITORIAT,

This 1s more of an explanation
and an apology than an sditorial.
Abont a year ago I learned that
there were vacancies in the ranks
of the FAPA, and I was int=r=ssted
in rejoining. I had been one of
the charter members ya3ars ago, and
after about three yzars of iember-
ship I was dropped out for not
doing anything. I swrposs I was |
just a lazy bum and T blams no one
but mys=1f. For vears I watched
from the sidelines, groaning at
some of the atrocitizs that passed
for fan magazines, or amateur
journals, cheering (silently) when
gsomething noteworthy anp2ared, and
wiehing I could bang together the
heads of certain individuals who
were literally r=2ising hell. Then,
ag I have alre=dy said, I heard
abomt the vacancies, sent my buck
to Art Widner along with my cred-
entials, and after a time was
notified I was in once more.

I made elaborat= plans for a
ra2gular publication, to apns=r in
every mailing. I 3v:zn typsed out
about six pag=s of rough copy that
never reached ths stancil stags,
Rt trat was as far as my 2fforts
want., I am =2 pntter-offer by
nature, I supposs, but during the
past year I have really baz=n a !
very busy guy. First of all, I
work. Vup, hold down 3 ragnlar
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job. That =lons is 2nongh to kzep
many wonld-be fans out of any -
activity. But I was also a partnar
(and still sm, of coursa) in th:
pridz and joy of Philly, Tha Prime
Pr2ss. I am a sort of book scsller,

af tar a fashion, another thing
that takss "p 2 lot of time. Besideq
all that, I was presidznt of that -
finsst of 311 fantasy clubs, the |
Philad=1vohia Sciznce Fiction
Socisty~--I wantad to retire from
that, and got =1 :cted secratary,
daxzn i1t. T'™mdesr cach of these
major hesadings many smaller ones
can be listed, but I won't bother.

k _ hpril, 1948
That 1s the explanation as

| to the whys and wherefores.

I suwosed I could haves whipp-=
ed togather somsthing, but my
conscience would have bothered
ma, It dozs with this effort,
anyway. Bt why should I sit
down and usz up stencils and
paper for something no one will
read? For instance, if I made
up a paper all about my opinions
of the mailings, and reviewing
all thos: fangin:s that raviszw
otrar fanzines—--would you rsad it?
You knowed blastzd w211 you
wonldn't, That I woulld considar
ch:ating, Too many of thz FAPA
aditors tak:s the easy way out
with that. I navar read them
myself, for -thzay are a wasts of
my time, the =2ditor's time, =
wasts of good stancils and paper,
and monzy. Maybe no one will
r2ad this =ffort of mine, T
don't know. But at l:ast 1%t is
coming the hard way.

and 2voary
not having

I apologize to =2ach
mz2mber of the FAPA for
anything in any of the mailings
for the past ysar. In thz2 last
mailing thire was a notice after
my nam2 that said a buck this
mailing 2and e¢ight pag:s--or :zlss,
Th: FAPA ig 2 wond::xrful id:a and
2 wondasrfnl organizat:on. I
f221 honorzd to be 2 mambar.

I wunt to do ay shars, 2a2nd I want
to ¢ ntime to be 2 mamber.
Th2refore, witn:3ss thée first
issu3 of my papar, THR .FANTASY
COnLT,mCTOR., ¢

—-—0swald Train

VOTLITM® T WMIMBWR 1.

THIS PITBT,ICATTION IS NISTRTIBITRED
SOLRLY THROIGY THE F_A,P, A,
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I hov: had somathing on my
mind now for a long tima. Mavba
somz of vou havs ke:n thinking
avout it too. That somathing is
Surunnlsm,

I hate communiems I hat: it
just a8 much as I hatad Naziem
~nd Fascisem. I consid:r it =~
¢~ncar that is-gnawing 1t our
vary civilization, Maybe it
sounds m3lodrmatic, nt thaerz is
only onz ism I ~m for, and that is
Amaricanism, Svrs, yon =aw thosa
vary words ~ handred {im:zs wd
morz, So 4id.I., Sure, they're
trite. But I mean it. To make
sure that no one misundarstands
me, I'll repeat: I hate communisp.
And I am against it all the way
down the line,

You may ask, why a’l this in
an FAPA publ ication. Well, I am
rather tired of reading so-called
Tan magazines that wave a little
red flag with a hammer and sickle. |
Sure, most of them are veiled, I
they ars the birds who hide under |
the words "I am not a communist
but--" then go on an on defending
that very thing they say they
are against, I belleve in freedom
of the press. Yes, lst those
guys have their little say. But
what's the mattsr with the rest of
you, that you sit on yonr fannies
and don't answer them back?

A liberal minded person I
respect. I respact the onminilons
of another, whether they differ
with mine or agrse with mine.
Changes are always needed, changes
are good, Progress is changs:,
™hat isn'* what I am barking at,
trough. I am barking at thosz
birds who hide under the cloak of
lib=ralism, or socialism, and
try to wndermine everything we
stand for. There are plenty of
them., Y28, w2 have reds and
commizss in the FAPA, They won't
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admit it if you ask tham, out
they are.

Science fiction and fantasy
is supposed to bes a hobby.
The name of this organization
is Fantasy Amateur Prass Asgsocia-
ion., Why can't thesz fan pub-
lishers stick to their hobby?
Why don't thay punlisi a scizsnce
fiction or fantasy fiction fan
magazine, instzad of spouting
off andless pagas of their polit-
ical bsliefs? And when thay do
com2 up with their drivel, why
don't more of the others put up
a squawk about it?

Why not 1 mva out all thzse
politics? TLet's havs an organ-
ization dsvotad to fantasy,
scisnce fiction and science. "ho
tha hell cares about the political
beliefs of Joes Blow? I know I
havz tread on a few toes--soms
of the toes steppad on belong to
some of my frisnds. I know 2ll
this I have just said isn't
presgsnted in ordeorly fashion, I
know it short and blunt. I am
not a glib writer, and I don't
carz to go on for page after
page of this, r:pezting mys:lf
over and ovar. It would be de-
feating my own purposa if I mad:
it 1l:2ngthy--and that purpose is
to kezp politics out.

If we want to know what is
wrong with our forn of govarnm:ant
or with thz capitalistic systam,
or. what is wrong with the world
in general, or what is wrorng
with communisim and the Soviet
Union, we can re2d it in the
papars and form out own opinions,
We don't have to re~d about it
all hzare in the FAPA,

I don't know how the rest of
you f 231 about it, but at lzast
I have told vou all what I
think ~bout ths whole thing.

Ohetls



FLIGHTS NF FANCY
by

Jam=s A, Williams

(From a spsach daslivered to
the Philad=:1phia Science Fiction
Socisty March 14, 1048.)

First of 21l = word or two ;
about my talk har= tonight. I !
had planned to sp=ak aronnd the !
title "Man's Fight To ¥ly," but in
working vo my noges something
a bit diffsrent evolved. I find
T am not sc mich cone :rned with
man's attempt to flv and his final
success, but with his dreams of
flying, his passionatz dssire to
emmlate the birds, -Such a passion
probably bsgan with the first
thinking man who saw with what
great =2as2 and =ffortless beanty
the birds got thamsalvss from
place to place, whereas he, man,
the ruler of the earth, lord of
creation, God's image, had to
glug his way through dangerous
and deadly swamps, over rivers,
aronnd lakes andi across mountainsg,
all with tresmendous labor.

It is no wond=r that man's
thoughts shonld bsa directed to-
wards devising a msethod of avoid-
ing the labor and Arudgery of
getting from place to place.
Parenthetically, the final solution
of the provlem of flight is only
another example of: mran's nrograss
and development stemming from his
inhersnt laziness. Practically
all of the zreat discoveries and
advancements of civilization came
about to save man work and trouble.

YUR FAaTL8Y GOLLECTOR

The development of this theme
would make andther talk or series
- of talks,

"ﬂpyéb l%ig

)
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To g=t back to. what I want to
say hare tonight, T want to tell
you something abont the books
that record man's dream and his
strmggle to conquer the air,.

Probably the earliest refer-
ence to man flying is in the
01d Testament in the Boox of
Kings, whsere Wlijah was taken
to Heaven in a chariot of fire.
1sing this reference az a take-
off point, an opporitunist in
the science fiction fiz=ld
postulated a theory that ®lijah
was a visitor from anoth-=r
planet who landed among the
Habrons from a space ship and
remain:d among these pzople for
a period of s=van y=2ars. Becaus.
of his extra-world knowledge,
hz2 was hailed a s a prophzt and
was latsr raescued oy anoth=zr
spacse ship, tha take-~off of
which was describzd as rising
to He2ava:n in a chariot of fire
--rockete, p=arhaps,

Also in the N1ld Tzstament
Mosaes makas ra2ference to fly-
ing, This is in the 18th psalm
and T dqwots: "He rod z upon a
charub and did fly; yea he did
fly upon th2 wings of the wind,.

Anothar famous and much
naglected science fiction fan~
tasy--if I may use the double
term-~is Paradise Lost. Milton
has many references to early
flights and sven battl z2s.

I havs deliberately ignored
the whole fis2ld of mythology.
All of us ars familiar with the
legaends of Icarus with his
waxen wings, his father Daedelv
and as an example of many othez
Sinbad's famons voyage by one
bird power rzscorded in the
Arabian Nights. Pliny, in hiso
Natural History, drz2amed up a
notion of flying people, solemr
put forth as fact.
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An intzresting point of the ref- |
erence to flying in ths: air bvefore
writtsn history is that ths myths
of 2ll natione include practically
ths samz storizs., This is true with
onz rathar peculiar excaeption. I
do not find any 13z2nds of the
Amzrican Indian which show man's
graat ffort to imitats the birds.
There ars admiring songs of th: .
birds in fr2s flight, but nothing !
r23lly ralating to =2arly aerisal
navigation, But p2rhans my re-
ssarches into =2arly Amsrican abor-
iginal lor> havz not »22n 2:xtendad |
snough to bring this light to fact.

Gztting back to thes fi>ld of
written rafarznczs, it is obvimsly
lmpogssible to refer to or =2ven list
all of the early romances mention-
ing flight, T anr going to skip
around a bit 'and descrivbe a few of
the more immortant vooks. Nne of
them 1s Dr, Samuel Jobnson's only
novsal, originally pudl ished as
"The Prince of Abyssinia, better
known as "Rasselas." This was
igssned in 1759 and in it hs ridic-
nla2g the whole idea of the possib-
i1ity of man's flight. It 1is
intsresting to note that Johnson
lived to see man ascend into the
heavens, This was, of course,
in 1782 when Pelatrae de Rozier
went up in one of the brothers

Méntgolfier's balloons.

Much earlier the Marogiisg of
Worcester in his "Csntury of the
Names and Scantiings of Sach In-
ventions as at ¥resent I can Call
to Mind to Fav= Trisd and Pzrfected,
etc." (this was iscned in 1663)
tnld how he could mak= a boy fly

FAN?ASY COLT. TCTOR
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i air nad all bz33n pumpad.

from one end of a barn to another.
I have not read tha book or even
looked at a copy so I can't tell
you how he did it. 7Tt is my solemn
helief trat he didn't.

Skipning back further, the
Chinese from thes very =arliest
times daveloped the art of kite
flying to a very finishad state.

APRIT, 1946

Thzy were probably the first
nation to make obs=rvations of
the npper air and predict the
weather (thay can be said to be
the founders of th: scisnoe of
mateorology, though how it was
done and what instrum>nts wars
ngad 1s not known today).

Most of th2 mathods of
propvrlsion of thz =2orly writsre
was 21ither by m:2ns of artific-
ially growing wings or mechanic-
ally attachzd wings to tha actunal
body of ths vsrson, or by bird
power, I mmentioned Sinbad's
voyag: in th2s talons of thz roc
and Samiel Brunt in 17327 publish-
ed "An Imaginary Voyage to Cackld
gallania" which pictnres the
autror bzing carriz:d to that
country in a flying machinz
powered by cocks,

Nne of the b=st and this day
most neglz:cted of the sarly
romanc 38 is Robart Paltock's
"Pater Wilkins." This is a story
of a2 Cornishman who was ship-
wrack:d on a des2rt isle which

. he found inhabitesd by a race of

flying mzn and womsn. He lives
arong tham, marrisd onz2 of the

' worzn, tnilt a flying craft —-
i actually a raft.-- and frexly
i navigatzd ths air,

Fathar Lana, 2 J:snit prisst,
designsd a flying machine which
was 1ift2d in air by means
from which the
Thase
spharz:s wer2 attach:d to an ob-
jact resambling a rowboat. This
naver got past ths Arafting stag
Tarlier ons of tha world's great

the

' ast minds, L2onardo.d= Vinci,

designed =« hswwier thon air fly-
ing mnchins, His 2chizvaments
in th: fizlds of =art and science
ar2 so wsll known tant 2 passing
referancz is 211 thnt is pertine
hars,

In chacking over thsszs old
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~nd practic~?ly forgotten books,

I find ths first raference to MIRACH®, SCIWNCE, AND FANTASY
prrachitz in Fawnsgtns Varanzio's
"Machinae Wovae Fansti Veranti STORIRS
Siceni." This was issued in
Venice about. 1585, "With this
., suggestion on record, it is a
terrific indictment of man's Nne of the most prized items
stupidity that aftsr he dsvaloped in a collection of science fictior
the balloon and heavier than air magazines is a complete set of
craft, it was not until after the short lived Miracle, Sciance,
World War I that ths parachute and Fantasy Stories. There wars
becare standard equipment. ‘any only two issones,
hundreds of lives could have bezn
saved if Veranzio's imaxinary This publication‘saw the light
device hal besn thought of a of day back in 1931, and was
second time, published by the famons pulp
pubhlisher and editor, Harold
This mention of a few books Hersey, It was punlisked bimonthly
does hardly mor= than scratch the | .nd ths two issu-=s were dated
surface of ths =23rly workd, ooth April-May, Juns-July. A third
serious and roma.ntic, that show igsue was announcea with the
man's tramsndous d=sire to leave notice "Watch for big surprise
the earth., Tnere are literally novsl, book length and complete."
hundreds of othsrs--Cyrano de But that issue never did appear
Bsrgerac dre=nt of a rockst ship; and no one zver knsw what the
he 21s0 thought it was possitle big surpriss novsl was supposed
to capture dew and by the means to ba. = T
of the evaportation of dew be !
1lif ted toward tke sun, Fare Miracls Stories, to shorten
Cismao invanted a flying boat the title, did not publish any
early in the 18th CSﬂt"l‘YI. Francis r:,gv]_ly greq_t Stories, yet it
Godwin wrote of a flight to <arth wa.s notéworthy in s3varal
of the man in the moon in the raspscts. Ths artist Wlliott
middls 17¢h csntury, arovnd 1550 Dold did practially aell of ths
or 1680. art work in the magazine, ths
, first time that he was brought
Vo such thing as a2.complete before the scisnce fiction public,

bibliography of man's flying- { The first issue foatured a novsl
dr=am before VMontgolfier devised by his brothar, the famous ex-

a practical method of ascending intijlorer Donglas ., Dold, while

the air has ever baen compiled. I the second issne featnred the
There were several large works in tonly novsl 2var writtan by Wlliot

G%rman, Italian and Frenoh, which i Dold-—until th2 appszarance of the
attempted the task ont nsver ﬁ

! varsatils Hannes Bok he was the
succeeded in being complete. The only artsit-anthor combination.
history of flight from 1782 to | Famons fantasy author Victor
“itty Hawk is a period of constant :nougssau was featured in both
struggle, vicidus attacs pro and |jggies, and coppoed both cov:rs.
con on the possibility of hsavier |14 is a ghame that this magazine
than air flying and is aporopriat=1y gid4 not havs a longer 1ifa. It
not a part of my theme tonight. ' is interesting to speculats on
what might havs besan, But thsa
dzprassion was in f1ll swing, and

PR T R EGE TR TR AR D Wusantithne ways of, many, magazines.
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For those of ycN who are inter-
238t2d w2 ars here Listing the
contants of botr istuss Of this
magazine, ;

April-May, 1931. Vol. I No. 1.
VATL,T.RY OF SIN......RPouglas . Told
OTLAWS OF TH® TN, Victor Rowsszan
MAD MARINWRTT®RS,,, . Artlmr J. Burks

Junsz-July, 193l. Vol. I Vo, 2.
THR ROWEL OF DRATH,,,.%lliott Dold
Ravolt AN INFFRING, .,
FISH-U®"N NF ARCTICA.,.John Mill:r

Grezgory

An nmmenal featidrs of
was th2 inclusion of a full pag:
frontispiscs, not r-latzd to any
of ths storizs, bt showing the
city of th: distant futurs as
imaginzd by ¥lliott Nold,

A NOTW AROTT PRI Mwm PRESS

126 ®rime Prass is now a little
more than a y22ar old, and it is
f21t that at this time a short
discussion of its accomplishments
and plans for thesfntre would not
be out of place.

"The Mislaid Ciarm," which
was the first book to bear the
imorint, was published in June,
1947, This was an experiment in
the lower priced field, for the
book sold at %#1.75, was wall bound
and i1instrated, ani was nrinted
on an excellent gra’e of paper.
Tndoubtedly full valne was given
for the money--lac of quantity
was made np with gality. And
the story was a good one, too.
It was hoped that "Venns mquilat-
sral, by the popular George O.
Smith, would be ready in time for

.. Victor Roussz2an

33¢ch issue
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‘twekve stories,

the Philcon, wut it turned out
that only a few copiss ware
available for display purposss.
This book also .offered a great
deal for the price asked, for

it consisted of a series of ten
long novelettes, one of which was
new, covering not less than 455
pages. Look around and you will
see that most hooks published by
the small -publishers sell at the
same price and of fer half or even
less pages, The book was illus-
trated, also. :

The third book was another
experimant, a plunge into a field
that was almost =sntirely new,
For it was the first reprint of
a9, rare and ohscure "Ttopian book.
"Fmality, or A History Nf Lith-
conia" is the zarliest American
Ttopian novel that has been
trac =1 to date, for it goes bvack
to 1802. A bibliographical
introduction to this new and
limited =24ition was writt2an oy
Alfrsd4 C, Prime2. This book saw
the light of day in Nctober of
1947, And that complet=sd tha
list of Prime Press books for

- 1947,

Late in March of this yzar
cam3 th> first copizs of a szan-
gational book of short storias
-_",,.And Som3: War2 tuman" by
Lestsr d21 R=2y, D3 Rey had
long ©2323n a favorits writer in
the pags:s of TINYROWN and ASTOTTND+
ING SCIWNCKE FICTION, and this
was his first book. It contained
including the
des=rvedly popnlar "Narves,"
and each story was hzadzd by a
half page illustration. Lixe
the other books, it was w=all
ound, well printzd, and the
paper was of a vary good grade,

Followingz closely uvon the
hz21s of "...And.Some Worae Human"
was "The Torch," by Jacik Bechdolt.
Tt came so close that publication
ne2arly bzcame simuiltanzous, This
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novel was first publishad in the
Argosy, way back in 1920, and was
onz of the most popular serials of
the time. Somzhow the story slid
into an vndessrvad obscurity, no
drubt dus to the fact that the
gr2atser part of the fantastic
stories pnblishad by Minsey wer:
printzd in tha Argosy's sister
magazinz, Th: All Story. Fortunatil y
Prims Press was abl: to locate the
anthor and szcrrz th2 rights to

this grsat story and pnbhlish it

in a more warmanant form. The
dacision to mablish this story was

a happy onz, for 2v:n at this early
date 1lz2tters ar: pouring in acclaim-
ing it.

Thos: five hooks, all publishzd

;disappeared.

1

"

Fall" by L. Sprague de Camp? Tt
'was piblished in book form bv
 Henty Holt in 1940, and qiickly
Collectors have
songht for it without lnck for

i some time, and it has drovght

i g1ite. high prices--somstiues it
' has been quoted as high as ten
'and tw2lve dollars a copy.

well,
Prime Press will soon bring it
out in a nesw and attractive
edition, selling 2t three dollars
a copy. This ok will probably
app=21r at abont the sams time as
the Stnrzeon book.

"Womad," by George O, Smith
will be that popular auvthor's
gecond book. This story was
published in Astounding nnder his

in tha sror* spac: of t:n months,
arz tha accomplishm:nts of Th=
Prims Prass, ” What abont our
prasant stat's aud plans for the
futurs?

First of all, trer=2 havs bazn
changs2s in ths organization. = Two
of our partncrs, Alfred C. Primsz
and Armand ®, Wgldo, are no longer.
connscted with ths Press. Thyg
had to withdraw from the partner-
ship becanse of other work--Prime
is a book seller, and Waldo is
attending coll=ge preparatory to
entering upon a medical carsesr,
That leaves James A, Williams and
Oswald Train, who will carty on.

The next book to go to the
printer's, and this d2nends on .the
settlement of thas printers' strike
which is tying o the city, will
be "Without Sorcery," by Theodore
Sturgeon. This book will contain
thirteen of Stwrgeon's incomparable
short stories, and =ach story.will
be illnstrated. Thisg ook is beirg
delayed by the aforementioned strike
bt it shomld be ovt by mid-sammer.

And hare is an announcement that
most of you will be sc2eing for the
first time. Remember that great
story from "TN¥HOWN, "L,egt Narkness

.pan name of Wesley Long, and it
is a full length, 80,000 word
novel.

Just a few y2ars ago Wando
Binder was a familiar nams in the
scizmece fiction magazines., You

.coudpd pick almost any issu:z of

any magazin:, and his nam:z wounld
b: on th: covar or the contants
page, His finist story, "Lords
0f "rzation," was publishzd in
Argosy, and it will he published
by s in book form, thzs dats to
b2 annonnced latq:r. R, F, Starzl
was anoth:r nama that was popular
in the zarly 1930's, Wrat fan
who has r:ad any of his storiczs
hasn't thrill:d to his accounts
of the Interplanitary Flying
Polic:? Wes will publidish Starzl's
first book, 2 volmme of short
storiss at an czarly date. An
anthology is bz2ing plannsd. And
many nmore books ~r2 on thc way.

Artistse? We have intmoducad
Hersch: TLavit, Sol Lavin and
L. Robzart Tschirky., You will sse
them again in othar books. Tshirky
is illnstrating "Without Sorc :a:ry”
and will do 211 of our jackats
from now on.

23p your ey= on Prims Prass!
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TLAND SOME WFERE HUMAN"

by Lestsr del Rey

331 pages, illustrated. A collection of 12

: gtories by one of the most popnlar authors to

anpear in ASTATTNDING SCITNCR FICTION., Here

are some of the most fascinating characters
ever found hetween covers. Some of them are
strange and some are luman, b»t all are drawn
with the warmth and understanding for which
Lester dsl Rey is ontstanding........... . #3,00

g
by Jaok Bechdolt

An amazingly prophstic novsl originally
arp=saring in the old Argosy back in 1930, telling
what happsens aftar the destruction of the "Tnited
States by atomic warfare. This nnvel was quite
rare and mch songht af ter, and we are prond to
pressent this new edition, with rsvisions ard
adiitions by the author. One or th: vest stories
written by a very popular writer in other fields,
it is bis only fnll length fantasy. 220 pagses,
TRl SHochteame & S S AE, L, ReEhel, S5 aua. 3,50

ALSO AVAILAELE

THE_MISLAID CHARM, by Al sgander M.Phillips.

3 large size book, six by nine inches,  with -
twelve d=2lightful illustrations by HYarschal |
T eviit e TASwREC RyINE ANTEsy |, o ol ¥ i B 4 #3..75

VNS mATTLATERAL, Ry George N. Smith. 4568 np.,
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